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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, CH, HK 

SUBJECT: CHINA PURCHASES HONG KONG ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT 

1 . ENGLISH-LANGUAGE HONG KONG STANDARD AUGUST 26 REPORTED 
THAT CHINA PURCHASED THE ELECTRIC POWER GENERATING EQUIPMENT 
FROM THE HONG KONG ELECTRIC COMPANY'S NORTH POINT PLANT, 
WHICH HAS BEEN OUT OF OPERATION SINCE 1973. ON AUGUST 5, 

MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED TECHNICANS REPORTEDLY ARRIVED FROM 
CHINA BY BOAT TO DISMANTLE THE PLANT, TO BE REASSEMBLED IN 
CHINA, PROBABLY IN KWANGTUNG PROVINCE. OFFICIALS AT HONG 
KONG ELECTRIC VALUED THE SALE AT LESS THAN US$2 MILLION. 

THE SALE INCLUDES FIVE 30 MEGAWATT GENERATORS, WHICH WERE 
DESCRIBED AS "OLD, BUT WORKING." 

2. COMMENT: THE SALE IS VIEWED IN HONG KONG AS GREATLY 
BENEFITTING HONG KONG ELECTRIC, SINCE IT FREES THE NORTH 
POINT SITE FOR PRFITABLE REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT. AT THE 
SAME TIME, IT IS ALSO BENEFICAL TO THE CHINESE. ALTHOUGH THE 
MACHINES ARE OLD, THEY ARE STILL USABLE AND CAN PROBABLY 
BE IN PLACE AND OPERATING WITHIN SIX MONTHS, THEREBY 
ALLEVIATING CHRONIC ELECTRIC POWER SHORTAGES WHICH HAVE 
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OFTEN HINDERED CHINA'S INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION. END COMMENT 
SHOESMITH 
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